Election Day is Nov. 3; absentee returns still available
The Nov. 3 General Election is fast
approaching, and that means absentee
ballots must be returned in order to be
counted.
Absentee ballots may be returned in
person to the Hall County Elections
office, located on the lower level of the
Hall County Government Center (2875
Browns Bridge Road, Gaiensville).
Ballots may also be returned at two
convenient drop box locations outside
the entrance to the Hall County
Government Center and Spout Springs
Library (6488 Spout Springs Road, Flowery Branch).
Absentee ballots must be returned by 7 p.m. on Election Day, Nov. 3, in order to be
counted.
IN-PERSON VOTING
Early, in-person voting has concluded. Voters wishing to cast an in-person ballot must do
so on Election Day at their assigned precinct.
Unsure of where that might be? Check your registration on the My Voter Page on the
Secretary of State's website. (Log-in required.)

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day.
Voters who have requested an absentee ballot -- but not returned it -- may still vote on
Election Day. Please inform a poll worker so they may cancel your mail-in ballot. If
possible, bring the ballot with you to speed up the process.

Frequently asked questions - 2020 Election
Do I need to bring identification with me to vote?
Yes. In order to vote in person, voters will need to have a proper form of ID. Acceptable
forms of identification include:
Driver's license (even if expired)
Employee photo ID from any branch, department, agency or entity of the US
Government, State of Georgia or any county, municipality, board or entity of the
state
Military ID
Passport
State issued identification card
Identification is not required when voting by absentee ballot. The precinct card mailed to
each individual voter does not serve as a valid form of ID.
What happens if I don’t have my ID?
Voters without ID, but otherwise qualified, will be asked to fill out a provisional ballot at the
time of voting. Upon submitting a valid form of identification to the Elections office by 5
p.m. on the Friday following Election Day, the ballot will be counted. Voters will be notified
by mail if their ballot is counted.
Can my children come with me when I vote?
Yes, children under 18 may accompany a parent to the voting booth. However, children
must not be disruptive or interfere with the voting process in any way, including operating
the voting machine in any way.
Is my employer required to give me time off to vote?
Yes, according to state law, employers are required to offer up to two hours to vote on the
day of an election; however, the employer may choose which two hours to allocate. This
provision does not apply to workers whose work hours begin at least two hours after polls
open or end at least two hours before polls close.
Can I wear a campaign button, hat, t-shirt, etc. to the polls?
No person may campaign (distribute literature of written or printed matter of any kind or
wear campaign buttons, signs, pins, stickers, t-shirts, etc.), circulate petitions, or perform
similar activities within 150 feet of the building in which a polling place is located.
Are there any restrictions in place due to COVID-19? Am I required to wear a mask?
Voters will be required to stand six feet apart, per social distancing guidelines. Hand
sanitizer stations will be available at each precinct, and machines will be disinfected on a
regular basis. Voters are not required to wear masks; however, they are strongly
encouraged to wear one.

Local officials encourage public to take hALL in pledge
against COVID-19
Local governments and community leaders
in Gainesville-Hall County are encouraging
everyone to be hALL in when it comes to
the fight against COVID-19.

A collaborative effort by local governments,
community leaders and key organizations,
WeArehALLin.com encourages businesses
and organizations to take the hALL in
pledge – to follow COVID-19 directives and
guidelines set forth by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
State of Georgia and the White House. By
taking the hALL in pledge online, you vow
to wear a mask when appropriate, practice
social distancing (6 feet, please!) and good
hygiene (wash those hands), all to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, effectively
protecting the health of yourself,
coworkers, neighbors, loved ones and others in Gainesville-Hall County.
“Hall County has an amazing and unique community that prides itself on always striving to
be exceptional, so we should never allow ourselves to settle for being average or below
average,” said Rob Fowler, volunteer leader of the COVID-19 Community Leaders
Coalition. “That’s especially true when it comes to something as important to the physical,
mental and financial health of our community as our response to the current pandemic.
The coalition members believe the only way we’ll make progress in stopping the spread of
this virus is by working together as one.”
To take the hALL in pledge today, simply visit WeArehALLin.com. Scroll down the
homepage until you see a “Take the Pledge” button on the left-hand side.

Hall County Probate Court promotes education for selfrepresented litigants
Available at www.gaprobate.gov is a series of videos designed to help
self-represented litigants choose which proceedings are right for their
circumstances after someone in their family dies.
Hall County Probate Court Judge Patty Walters Laine (pictured) chaired
the committee for the Probate Court Judges Council in scripting and
developing content for these professional videos over the course of a
year. They are available in both English and Spanish to assist the
greatest number of litigants.

Fatal traffic accidents up, Sheriff’s Office begins campaign
to save lives
The Hall County Sheriff’s Office is set to kick off
a holiday season traffic safety awareness
program starting in November in an effort to save
lives on the county’s roadways.
As of Oct. 24, 2020, 25 people had been killed
as a result of traffic accidents in the county in
2020. With two months ahead in the year, the
traffic accident death toll is already higher than
2019’s total of 20.
“The numbers don’t lie, and with the major
holidays around the corner, we just knew that an
education and enforcement initiative was
imperative in making every effort to save lives on
the roads,” Sheriff Gerald Couch said. “While
statistics give us a warning, it’s also critical that we remember the impact of these fatal
crashes. The loss of the victims, ranging from children to grandparents, has left painful
voids in the lives of their loved ones.”
Statewide, 1,507 people died in traffic accidents on Georgia roadways in 2019. Of those
deaths, 76 percent were the result of unsafe behaviors, such as distractions, impairment
or driving too fast for conditions, according to the Georgia Department of Transportation.
The Sheriff’s Office program will focus on those behaviors over the next three months:
November - Distracted driving
December – Speeding
January - Impaired driving
In addition to social media messages on each topic, deputies will focus on these
behaviors, particularly distracted driving, in their increased enforcement efforts during the
campaign. Some of the work will include observing intersections for violations in hightraffic areas.

Hall County Parks & Leisure announces plans for youth
basketball season
Hall County Parks & Leisure will host a youth basketball season this year with certain
health safety guidelines in place due to the ongoing pandemic.

Registration for the season wrapped up on Oct. 30.
Practices will begin the week of Nov. 30 and games will begin on Jan. 4.
Coaches, volunteers and fans will be required to wear masks, and social distancing
guidelines will be in place to limit contact. Concessions will not be available, and teams will
be limited to those in Hall County.
“Hall County Parks & Leisure staff will disinfect equipment throughout each game, and
we’ll be adding time between practices and games to allow for proper cleaning and
disinfecting,” said Mike Little, Director of Hall County Parks & Leisure.
To see a full list of rules and guidelines that will govern the upcoming season, click here.

YOU ARE WHY WE'RE HERE - Chris Brooks, Compactor
Site Attendant
Each week, Hall County Government features one of its many valued employees on social
media to highlight the men and women working for you: the taxpayer, property owner and
stakeholder.
One of our recently highlighted employees was Chris Brooks, Compactor Site Attendant,
who spends his free time working as Santa Claus or building scale model trains.
Get to know him in the graphic below and remember that YOU are why great folks like
Chris are HERE!

Tax Commissioner's Office reminds citizens of convenient
options for services
Have business to attend to at the Hall County Tax Commissioner's Office? You may not
need to pay us a visit; many of our services are offered remotely!
TAG RENEWALS
Those needing to conduct a motor vehicle transaction may do so one of six ways:
Online at eservices.drives.ga.gov -- paperless
Tag renewal kiosk: New Holland Kroger (1931 Jesse Jewell Pkwy, Gainesville) OR
Clearwater Crossing Kroger (7380 Spout Springs Road)
Email (tagoffice@hallcounty.org)
Phone via our call center at 1-877-496-0249 OR 770-531-6950
Mail to PO Box 1579, Gainesville, GA 30503
Drive-up drop box at the Hall County Government Center (2875 Browns Bridge

Road, Gainesville, GA 30504)
Have further questions? Check our website at HallCountyTax.org.

LISTEN: Hall County Sheriff's Office discusses Christmas
bike program
It may feel a bit early to be thinking about Christmas, but the Hall County Sheriff's Office is
hoping you'll start thinking about their annual bicycle program, which provides bicycles for
underprivileged youth in our area. Find out how you can be a part of the fun in 2020 in this
month's episode of the Hall About Public Safety podcast.
You can listen to the podcast here, or subscribe on Apple Podcasts.

View the latest SPLOST revenue and expenditure reports
Hall County voters approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) VIII in
November of 2019, and it began July 1, 2020. SPLOST revenue must be used for specific
capital outlays (operations and maintenance expenditures are not authorized) such
as courthouses, jails, roads, and bridges. Projects financed by SPLOST are intended to
benefit the county as a whole, either standing alone or in combination with other county
capital outlay projects or municipal capital outlay projects.
View the latest reports regarding revenues and expenditures for SPLOST by clicking the
links below:
SPLOST Expenditure Status Updates
SPLOST Revenues by Month

