Here's the news you need to know and the details that cover it all in Hall!

Early voting continues ahead of Aug. 11 runoffs
Voters wishing to cast their ballots early for the Aug. 11
runoff elections may do so Monday, Aug. 3 through Friday,
Aug. 7 at four convenient locations in Hall County.
Early voting is available at the Brenau Downtown Center,
Spout Springs Library, North Hall Community Center and
East Hall Community Center.
As a reminder, a statewide campaign issuing absentee
ballot applications was not conducted for the runoff
elections.
"The Secretary of State has only mailed ballots to 'rollover'
voters who selected that they are 65 or older or disabled and would like to receive their ballots
automatically," Hall County Elections Director Lori Wurtz said. "All others who wish to vote by mail
must complete a new application which can be found on our website, or by emailing us
at ab@hallcounty.org."
Wurtz also said the ballot drop box (pictured) that was placed outside the Hall County Government
Center during the most recent primary election will remain in that location for voters who wish to
drop their absentee ballot off rather than mail it in.
"As always, we are in need of poll workers to help with the upcoming General Election in
November," said Wurtz.
Poll workers are paid between $9 and $11 per hour depending on job assignments. In order to be a
poll worker, you must be 16 years of age or older, a Hall County resident and a U.S. citizen.
Wurtz said there is a critical need for poll workers in general, but, as always, anyone who is fluent
in Spanish is specifically encouraged to apply.
Anyone interested in serving as a poll worker is asked to contact Paige Thompson with the Hall
County Elections Department at 678-696-2505 or by email at pathompson@hallcounty.org.
In addition, a Poll Official Application can also be downloaded here.

Hall County Animal Services receives $35K grant for
pharmaceutical supplies
Hall County Animal Services on Wednesday, July 29, received a grant totaling $35,000 to purchase
pharmaceutical supplies at the Hall County Animal Shelter.
The grant is funded by the Petco Foundation, an organization founded in 1999 that works with
more than 4,000 animal welfare organizations across the country.
"We are so grateful for this grant, which will go toward the purchase of various medications,
vaccines and other pharmaceutical supplies to ensure the animals that come into the shelter are
getting the best care possible," said Stephanie List, Program Coordinator with Hall County Animal
Services.
The shelter continues to operate under the best practices outlined by Best Friends Animal Society,
which were adopted in 2018. One best practice was the implementation of the Hall County Animal
Shelter's Community Cat Program, which encourages the safe, humane entrapment and
subsequent spaying/neutering of feral cats as a healthy way to control the animal's population - a
program that will benefit from the grant funding from the Petco Foundation.
"Hall County Animal Services will be sure to maximize every penny of this grant for the betterment
of our animal community," said List.
List accepted the ceremonial check at the Petco store in Dawsonville.

Second self-service tag renewal kiosk added in South Hall
A second self-service vehicle tag renewal kiosk has been
added to a location in the southern end of Hall County,
offering yet another option for citizens who want to renew
their motor vehicle tags.
The second kiosk is now located in the Kroger store at
Clearwater Crossing on Spout Springs Road. It gives
taxpayers the opportunity to print registrations and decals
in less than a minute, just like the kiosk that has served
citizens at the Kroger Marketplace on Jesse Jewell
Parkway since 2017.
"The kiosk has been a wonderful addition to our customer
service initiatives, and we're excited to see a second one
now serve the South Hall community and those traveling
through that area," Hall County Tax Commissioner Darla Eden said. "This technology allows
citizens to renew their tags without having to come to our office as well as provides renewal service
outside of our normal business hours."
The Spout Springs Road Kroger store is open seven days a week from 5 a.m. to midnight.
Read more...

Census Bureau to begin door-to-door census response
We know life has been busy as we continue to juggle working from home, keeping kids entertained
and just trying to get by.
But we hope you don't forget to take the time to fill out the 2020 Census. It takes 10 minutes, and
provides valuable population information that determines the number of congressional seats our
state gets in Washington or the amount of federal dollars that flow into our local schools -- just to
name a few examples.
This year, you can fill out your Census form online or by phone. If you haven't responded, the U.S.
Census Bureau will begin sending its representatives door-to-door to gather responses from
missing households. Census takers will be trained on COVID-19 safety and are required to wear a
mask while gathering responses.
Visit Census.Georgia.Gov for more information.

'Hammock Hollow' creates space for rest, relaxation at Laurel
Park
Hammock Hollow is the newest installation of Vision 2030 Public Art in the county parks.
Located at Laurel Park, the piece is a unique and fun interactive structure. Designed to hold
hammocks, Hammock Hollow is fitted with three permanent hammocks made from recycled sail
cloths.
The structure is designed to allow hook up for extra hammocks, should park visitors wish to bring
their own.
Hammock Hollow sits on the shoreline of Lake Lanier, providing beautiful lake views, as well as
park views. The structure's fluid geometric design and the hammocks made from recycled sail
cloths pay homage to Lake Lanier and the history of boating and sailing on the lake.
Hall County Parks & Leisure was the proud recipient of fundraising efforts by Vision 2030 Public
Art, which led to the creation of Hammock Hollow. Hall County Parks & Leisure staff worked with
Vision 2030 Public Art members to design and locate the perfect park home for Hammock Hollow.
Hall County offers its sincere thanks to Vision 2030 Public Art for their generous donation and
making Hammock Hollow a special feature at Laurel park.

(Hammock Hollow rests on the shores of Lake Lanier at Laurel Park.)

UGA Ag Extension Office offers free summer canning classes

You Are Why We're Here - Katie Greenway
Each week, Hall County features one of its wonderful employees on social media, to highlight the
men and women working for you: the taxpayer, property owner and stakeholder.
One of our recently highlighted employees was Katie Greenway, Planner. Katie is always going
above and beyond help citizens navigate the planning and development process. She aspires to be
a professional rock star, but we think she's already a rock star here at Hall County.
And after all, you are why we're here!

LISTEN: Back to (virtual) school safety tips with HCSO
In the latest episode of the "Hall About Public Safety" podcast, we'll hear some tips offered by the
Hall County Sheriff's Office regarding online safety for your children. These are especially

important to consider while your kids continue to do their school work at home.
The episode can be found here and on Apple Podcasts!

View the latest SPLOST revenue and
expenditure reports
Hall County voters approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST) VII in March of 2015, and it came to an end June
30. SPLOST revenue must be used for specific capital outlays
(operations and maintenance expenditures are not authorized) such
as courthouses, jails, roads, and bridges. Projects financed by
SPLOST are intended to benefit the county as a whole, either
standing alone or in combination with other county capital outlay
projects or municipal capital outlay projects.
The collection of SPLOST VIII began July 1.
View the latest reports regarding revenues and expenditures for

SPLOST by clicking the links below:
SPLOST Expenditure Status Updates
SPLOST Revenues by Month
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