Here's the news you need to know and the details that cover it all in Hall!

Hall County encourages 2020 Census response
In mid-March, the U.S. Census Bureau will begin mailing instructions to every household about
how to respond to the Census, a once-a-decade count of the American population.
The 2020 Census, for the first time, will include an option to respond online, along with the
traditional options of mail and telephone. Federal dollars are allocated based on Census counts,
and Georgia receives approximately $2,300 for each person counted, which adds up to more
than $23 billion annually.
The Census forms takes approximately 10 minutes to fill out, and once submitted, the data will
not be shared with any other governmental agency. Watch the video linked below for more
information about how the Census impacts Hall County, and remember: We Count!

Hall County Census Presentation 2020

Early voting begins March 2 with expanded locations, hours

Early voting in the March 24, 2020 presidential preference primary begins Monday-this time, with
more options for voters when it comes to where and when they can cast their ballot early.
"Early voting will continue as usual during its first two weeks,
March 2- March 13, with polls open at the Hall County
Government Center.," Hall County Elections Director Lori
Wurtz said. "During the third and final week of early voting,
voters can cast their ballots at the North Hall Community
Center, the East Hall Community Center and Spout Springs
Library, in addition to the Hall County Government Center."
The early voting period, March 2- March 20, will also include
longer hours with polls opening at 7 a.m. and closing at 7
p.m.
"We hope these additional locations and extended hours
serve as a convenience to our voters and provide ample opportunity for them to cast their vote,"
said Wurtz.
On Saturday, March 14, polls will open at the North Hall Community Center, East Hall Community
Center, Spout Springs Library and the Hall County Government Center as a part of statewide
Saturday early voting.
The same schedule with expanded hours and locations will be repeated ahead of the May 19
general primary election.
More information regarding the upcoming presidential preference primary, and election
information in general, can be found here.

Drug Court celebrates 100th graduating class
The Northeastern Judicial Circuit celebrated its 100th Drug Court Graduation Ceremony on Jan.
31, 2020. In attendance were not only drug court graduates and their families, but several
speakers including former Governor Nathan Deal, former program Director of Treatment Mike
Devine and Senior Superior Court Judge John Girardeau, who started the program in 2001.
The Drug Court Program of Hall County has been successful since its inception, serving more
than 800 participants. The program is extremely rigorous but well worth it for those who complete
the two-year process under the supervision of Superior Court Judges Jason J. Deal (presiding
since 2006) and Clint G. Bearden (presiding since 2018).
"This is a remarkable program with nearly 20 years of success stories to showcase," said Jessi
Emmett, Treatment Services Director.
Bearden shared in Emmett's enthusiasm saying, "I think it's incredible."
The program has a current census of 174 participants, only a 19-percent rate of recidivism, and a
retention rate of 67-percent over the last 20 years.
Bearden also spoke of the monetary benefits offered by the program. With a purpose of
rehabilitation rather than incarceration, the Drug Court program saves Hall County approximately
$25,000 per year, per individual, in incarceration costs.
"Not only does our program provide significant cost-savings but it brings families together, helps
individuals regain their dignity and hope for the future, and builds foundations for stronger
families...which is priceless," said Emmett.

New disc golf course opens at Platt Park
A brand new 9-hole disc golf course recently opened at Platt Park.
The disc golf course is free and open to the public. Platt Park is located in South Hall County and

is a small, beautiful neighborhood park.
Platt Park got a complete makeover last year, with newly added Pickleball courts, new grills,
updated pavilion, children's playground, and now a fun disc golf course!

Hall County Commission approves ordinance changes
On Thursday, Feb. 27, the Hall County Board of Commissioners approved three updates to
various county ordinances.
Under the new ordinances, residents now have a clearer picture on the rules around "brown
bagging," along with an update to the rules governing neighborhood plats and what types of
vehicles are required to take designated truck routes.
The video below provides more details on the new changes.

Ordinance Change Explanation

Time to file Homestead Exemptions, other filings
Jan. 1 - April 1 is the time period for Hall County property owners to file for Homestead
Exemption, a Personal Property Reporting Form, sign up for an Agriculture Covenant or file a
Taxpayer Return of Real Property with the Hall County Board of Assessors Office.
More details about each filing are available on the county website.
The Hall County Board of Tax Assessors Office is located on the first floor of the Hall County
Government Center, located at 2875 Browns Bridge Road in Gainesville.

Sheriff's deputies, inmate work crew clear local graffiti
While Hall County Sheriff's Deputies and inmates in the Work Release program tackle a wide
variety of jobs on county property, they're sometimes tasked with work in the community that
improves safety and aesthetics.
Graffiti is an act of vandalism that creates
an eyesore, but gang members use it in an
exploit known as "tagging" to mark their socalled territory and to send messages.
Removal of graffiti is important, as it
improves the appearance of the community
and sends a message to gang members.
On Friday, Feb. 7, Sheriff's Deputy Edward
Pittman and an inmate crew braved the
cold and painted over graffiti under the GA 13/Atlanta Highway bridge over the railroad tracks
near Chicopee Street.
The graffiti ranged from small "tags" on street signs to large murals on the concrete structure of
the bridge.
Public property is one matter, but graffiti on vacant or abandoned buildings can be more
challenging. Deputies must obtain permission from the building owner in order to paint over
graffiti.
While Deputies often spot trouble areas during routine patrols, Pittman and other Work Release
program Deputies also rely on the public for information on the presence of graffiti. The Hall
County Sheriff's Office website includes a contact form for county residents to report graffiti

issues.

Home buyer education workshop planned for March 14
Are you looking to purchase a new home? Feeling overwhelmed by the home buying process?
Consider attending the Home Buyer Education Workshop on Saturday, March 14 in Gainesville.
The workshop, which is free and open to the public, will be held at the Gainesville Housing
Authority (750 Pearl Nix Parkway, Gainesville) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Attendees can learn how to find a home within their price range, come up with a plan for a down
payment and financing, get prequalified for a loan and more.

You Are Why We're Here - Kathy Lightfoot
Each week, Hall County features one of its wonderful employees on social media, to highlight the
men and women working for you, the taxpayer, property owner and stakeholder. One of our
recently highlighted employees was Kathy Lightfoot, a former radio personality who injects a
healthy dosage of kindness into her role as a Property Appraisal Clerk.
After all, you are why we're here!

Ruffner named interim director of Hall County Human
Resources
Becky Ruffner, who currently serves as the Marketing and Public Relations Specialist for Hall
County Parks and Leisure, has been tapped to fill the role of Interim Director of Hall County
Human Resources. That position is being vacated by Bill Moats, who announced his resignation
earlier this month.
"We appreciate Bill's leadership and expertise in the realm of Human Resources and for the
advancements that he made for Hall County and its citizens during his tenure here," said Hall
County Administrator Jock Connell.
Moats has served as director of Hall County Human Resources since 2012, and his last day with
Hall County will be March 6.
"Hall County will be working with a search firm in order to fill this vital role," said Connell.

Ruffner has over 30 years of human resources experience, previously serving as Hall County's
manager of employment and employee development and manager of compensation and benefits,
in addition to a previous stint as Hall County's interim HR director.
She will again serve as interim director beginning March 9 until a permanent replacement is
named.

Hall County Sheriff's Office welcomes nine jailers, two
technicians
The Hall County Sheriff's Office said an official, "hello," on Friday, Feb. 21, to its newest public
servants with Sheriff Gerald Couch administering the oath to 11 deserving individuals.
Donald Thompson and Brandi Wiltse become the latest additions to the Criminal Investigations
Division in the Crime Scene Unit where they serve as technicians.
In addition, nine new Jailers (pictured below) were sworn in to serve at the Hall County Jail.
* Douglas Anderson
* Pedro Camacho
* Chelsea Coulon
* Mackenzey Garrison
* Chris Hambrick
* Marlena Robertson
* Fidel Santiago
* Johnnie Smith II
* Breanna Steptoe
Please join the Sheriff's Office in congratulating the latest members of the law enforcement
family.

March meeting dates for your calendar
Want to stay involved in your local government? Here are the meeting dates, times and locations
for your local government commissions and boards.
Hall County Board of Commissioners
Monday, March 9, 3 p.m. -- Work Session -- Hall County Government Center, Commission
Meeting Room (2nd floor)

Thursday, March 12, 6 p.m. -- Special Called Voting Session -- Hall County Government
Center, Commission Meeting Room (2nd floor)
Monday, March 23, 3 p.m. -- Work Session -- Hall County Government Center,
Commission Meeting Room (2nd floor)
Thursday, March 26, 6 p.m. -- Voting Session -- Hall County Government Center,
Commission Meeting Room (2nd floor)
Click here for the latest agendas and minutes.
Hall County Planning Commission
Monday, March 2, 5:15 p.m. -- Hall County Government Center, Commission Meeting
Room (2nd floor)
Monday, March 16, 5:15 p.m. -- Hall County Government Center, Commission Meeting
Room (2nd floor)
Click here for the latest agendas and minutes.
Hall County Elections Board
Tuesday, March 3, 3:30 p.m. -- Hall County Government Center, H.R. Training Room (2nd
floor)
Hall County Board of Assessors
Wednesday, March 4, 4 p.m. -- Hall County Government Center, H.R. Training Room (2nd
floor)
Wednesday, March 18, 4 p.m. -- Hall County Government Center, H.R. Training Room
(2nd floor)
Click here for the latest agendas and minutes.

New jail mail policy to increase safety, security at no
additional cost
The Hall County Jail will embark on a new postal mail policy for inmates this week, an effort that
uses technology to improve facility safety and security with no additional cost to the Hall County
taxpayer.
The new jail mail program is provided by Securus Technologies, the telecommunications services
provider for the jail.
The process is simple. Instead of addressing inmate postal mail to the jail, senders are being
asked to address it to the Securus Digital Mail Center. Employees there will digitally scan the
mail, making it available for inmates to securely view on the telecommunications kiosks in each
housing unit of the Hall County Jail.
The cost for the program is absorbed through inmate telephone commissions and is not passed
along to the Sheriff's Office.
The other main benefits of the new policy are two-fold:
Reduction of time spent reviewing, receiving and delivering inmate mail
Elimination of contraband, because standard paper inmate mail no longer enters facility
In addition to the primary benefits, the digital program is expected to result in quicker delivery of
mail to inmates.
Although the standard inmate mail policy is changing, legal mail, money orders and packages will
still be accepted at the jail. Publications directly sent from a publisher, distributor or authorized
retailer are also still being accepted.

LISTEN: Hall County Fire Services discusses specialized
roles available to firefighters, EMTs
In the latest episode of the "Hall About Public Safety" podcast, Chief Zach Brackett joins the
show to discuss the various specialized roles that firefighters and EMTs can have when they
work for Hall County Fire Services. From water rescue teams to SWAT medics to HAZMAT, there
really is something for everybody who wants to work for Hall County Fire Services.
The episode can be found here and on Apple Podcasts!

Tax Commissioner shares community messages

Darla Eden New Years Message
Click on the button above to play the video.

View the latest SPLOST revenue and
expenditure reports
Hall County voters approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax (SPLOST) VII in March of 2015. SPLOST revenue must be
used for specific capital outlays (operations and maintenance
expenditures are not authorized) such as courthouses, jails, roads,
and bridges. Projects financed by SPLOST are intended to benefit
the county as a whole, either standing alone or in combination with
other county capital outlay projects or municipal capital outlay
projects. View the latest reports regarding revenues and
expenditures for SPLOST by clicking the links below:
SPLOST Expenditure Status Updates
SPLOST Revenues by Month

Hall Co. Fire Services offering free CPR classes
to the public
Do you know how to save a life? Hall County Fire Services is now offering
free CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) classes to citizens interested in
learning this life-saving skill. Classes will be held quarterly at 6 p.m. at the
Hall County Emergency Services Complex, located at 470 Crescent Drive in
Gainesville. Space is limited. To sign up, call 770-531-6838 or get more
information here.
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